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Opening Sefer Bamidbar

I. Understanding the Fourth Book of the Torah

A. The Query: What’s Bamidbar’s Contribution?
127N 1907 AanTEa jan
"N Nwyn 73 1907 DN7 D'YYIN 0'0121 12 TN DTAY] DN HUXIYW YWY NIXNA 1712 DTN 1901
.DN7 YIXRN 270N 'R NIXE 2N 0NI9Y7 DNYR DNYT 700 D 1901 .X"7907 DNNY WY TWUR
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This book [concerns itself] completely with the temporal commandments that were
transmitted to them [the Israelites] during their sojourn in the wilderness and with the
miracles that were afforded to them...There are within this book few lasting mitzvot...

B. A Counterintuitive Calendar Coincidence? Bamidbar and Shavuot
1. As we prepare to arrive, we read about preparing to leave...

2. What is the most important moment of Revelation?

3. What’s the verdict? Temporal significance vs. eternal significance

a. Temporal:
NN RXI'Y PI'ND ,TRR 0771 0M' nW7w 1700 1270 TR D' yon DWn Yo'7 nwn TnXwD
As a child running from SChOOL..........coviviniie e ballableh!

b. Eternal: Legacy of Sinai

C. The Sefer’s Structure: Temporal and Eternal

1. Anticipatory Preparation: Plan A

2. Turning point 1: Departure from Sinai

3. Downward Spiral

4: Tuning Point 2: 022 mn XvN- Sin of the Spies

5. Plan B: Wilderness Wanderings- forty years disappear

DRI NWNTTI DDRAY7 DY YIRD IRY! TR TRIYITID WoN TR
These are the journeys of the Children of Israel, who went forth from the Land of Egypt
according to their legions...

Il. Plan A and Plan B in the Torah

1. Examples: Noach; Mishkan (according to some opinions); D*2210N XbN
2. Interface with Free Will, Prescience; Pre-ordination

3. Application to Bamidbar

4. Intergenerational reverberation vs. intergenerational guilt

Ill. Temporal and Eternal Snapshots in the Parsha
A. The Census and the Camp- Purpose and Paradigm
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e Census: Military Preparation; continuation of turning points begun in B’shalach-|'x
01n 7V 'nlo (alternatives: reassurance after Golden Calf, individual significance,
land division)

e Camp: Ramban and others-Recreation of the scene at Sinai (hagbala, etc.)- God’s

presence, from the Mountain to the Mishkan

e Census and Camp: Balance between 7nn Ta1 7xw' Dw-|N'l and N'2% DNNOWNY

DN72727 17770 NN 190N DNAaK; tribal encampment [unity vs sameness]

B. A Startling Omission
T-X:2JaTna
12'0 1N NWNTNIX 717! 12T DI QWAL DX DTN N'7KI
INN'RIITYZR KINARE 2T 11020 NNKTA DY D'IXI
[N27 DT X7NTIWUNX D'NYNAN 0NN NNK "2 NINY 72X
[N2'1 D7 I'NTNY7 D21 ''0 NATAA IR 1197 NNT WK DAPNA 717' 1197 KIN'aXI 2T Nl
(9) DN"AX NNR 1977V INNRIETYIR

This are the descendants of Aharon and Moshe at the time that HaShem spoke with Moshe on
Mount Sinai.
These were the names of Aharon’s sons: Nadav, the first-born, and Avihu, Elazar and Itamar;
those were the names of Aharon’s sons, the anointed priests who were ordained for
priesthood.
But Nadav and Avihu died by the will of HaShem, when they offered alien fire before
HaShem in the wilderness of Sinai; and they left no sons. And Elazar and Itamar served as
priests in the lifetime of their father Aharon.
T'-10:2D N D'A'D NAT
ATY'7RI DWIA NN
UNIN 7812V DIvIa
N7uNn7 1271 NN 21 DNINK D2 TYYRY DTTR7EWRIN DN ATYYRT

T2 7D X D'N'n NAT
NNXYXN~72V T2 nYnNnTja DivlaT|a Nawvl

2:n' D'VOIY
DI'"TY TN VYWY DYIND I'N 1121 KD NY[I]NT2 DWIA© 2 Nt 7090 NK |17 0NY7 '
YOIRN NI7A

C. Privilege vs Responsibility

NX1-TnN:2 121N

DNNY 150N NX KYI N7uNn1 UTNT[AN 78Y' 127 107 10277 179 nWn~7X 217' KR
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NNN12 1ID2™7D NNN 0170 NNNA DRI 7RI 1121 102770 NNNPIR* X Y2 D190 DR NNgRYI
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D'YAYI DYV 97X DNWYI DY DNTROY7 N7YNni WTNT|ANn NN 19501021 17 110277
(9) o'nxni

MX? DWUNTIX I AT

P "IN D170 771N DNNNA NNN D70 NNNATNIRE 7RI 1122 1102770 NN D7 DR N
78 12 11DaNn 07077 0'9TYN DINANT D'YAWNT DWW MITO NINI

77UN NN DMWY NPN UTRN 77w n'7a72% 077w nwnn nwnn NN

DN2 D'9TYN "ITO 1271 NNX? 90N NNNI

D'170 "ITO 7V 0'9TYN NRN DI'TON 0D NX NYN N7l

UTPN 77w 97K1 NINN W2W1 D'WYI NWNN 0ON NIK 77 78IW' 12 1101 NRN

(9) NYUN™NKR PIR* DIX AWURD PIR' D77V 17271 NNKT7 DFTON QOO NK Nwn N’

Leviim are counted; First-Born are counted; Transfer is accomplished; Overage
accounted for; Why the fuss?



